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Tin: NArTiL·r>í. 

íi question that I luivc ofteii ])eoii askcd ; in fact T have oftcn niade 
tlie sanie inquiry inv.self. Wheii tlie Jiulge wantcd to kiiow of Sain. 
Wcller wliotlier lie spelt hi.-^ naine witli a V or a AV Iie replied : 
“ 'That (lepend.< on the taste and faiicy of the .spellor.’’ And 1 tliink 
that in applyiiqir speciiic or varietal naine>, inncli depends on the 
ta>te and iancy of the one aiving tlienu I tliink a deíinition of a 
variety niiirht be, a shell Avliich evidently beloní^s to a given species 
bnt wliich presents certain constant niinor variations froïn the type. 
Soinetiines these niay be color, or of size, forin, scnlpture ; in the 
presencc or absence of a tooth, or other detail, bnt it should always 
be constant to he worth anything, and even >vhen it is, concdiologists 
do not adhere to any strict nile in naining. Aínong the eones and 
olivas, eoloring is often the principal distiiiguishing character ; while 
with shells like Donax and many of the Xeritas and Xeritinas, it 
counts for nothing. 

l believe that those of us who are more conservative should collect 
and study not \YÍth a vie^v to the forination of new species, but to cut 
down and relegate to the synonyniy the hundreds and perhapsthou- 
sands of false ones whieh already exist. Instead of mnking the 
incp.iiry over a puzzliíig forní, isn’t it new, it would be better to ask, 
doesiTt it connect species that are now coiisidered separate. 31 r. 
Trvon glorioush" inaugurated the work of cutting down the list of 
our na mes, and I believe that as great honor and faine awaits the 
iconoclast in the future, as ean possibly belong to the most assiduous 
meinber of the new school of the present. 


ON CREPIDULA GLAUCA. 


BY JDIIX FORD. 


In llis receiitly published Catalogue of the 3Iariue ^ToUusks of the 
Southeasterii coast of the United StatC'^, Dr. Dall appears to have 
altogether ignored the existence of Crepidula glauca, Say, the íigure 
of the latter, taken froni Gould's Invertebrata of 31assachusetts, hav- 
iiig been utilized by hiïn to represent a juvenile U. fornicata, Say. 
'The sanie niistake was inade by niy friend, the late ^Er. Geo. W. 
'^Pi-yon, Jr., in one of his early publications, but a more recent 
examinatioii of a large number of specimeiïs satisfied him that the 
species was absolutely distiiict from C. fornicata or any other species 
beloiiging to the genus. 
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Tlie writer’s íir.<t kiiowledge of the cliaracter?! of tlie two <])Oci(*s 
certainly coiivinced him that tliey were widely .separated, aad iii 
ordeí* tluU this fact niiglit l)e iiiade apj)arent to otlier.s, soine fíae 
.<iiites of forni.s were .'sliown and coDiniented iipoii at a rcoent 
nieetiiig of the Phila. Acad. of Xat. Science:^, aial, it may l)e added. 
that the coiieliologists pi'eseiit fully endor.sed the views of the <j)caker. 

The several proniiiieut charaeters exhibited ])y C. foniieata arcar; 
follows: 

lüt, tlie lateral ciirve of the apex, which, thoiigh veiy prominent, 
is, as a rule, closely attaelied to the hody of the shell. 

2d, tlie bowdike cnrvc of the free edgeof the interior areh. 

od, the well-defined nick at the junction of the hitter with the 
outer Wall of the shell. 4th, the concave form of the septiini, whieh is 
the same in all stages ofgrowth. 

Other characters might be noted, bnt those given will donbtless 
suffice to separate the species, as C. glauca has iione of the featiires 
allnded to. 

The apex of the latter species is qiiite small and coinparatively 
free from contact with the body of the shell. It is also horn-like in 
appearance, usually shining, and bnt slightly ineliued to curve 
lateral ly. 

The free edge of the septiim is straighter than that of C. fornicata, 
and the notch is not only absent buí rejdaced by a slight advance 
of that part of the plate along and against the inner wall of the 
shell. Another, and perhaps the strongest character of the group is 
the eonvex form of the septam. 

This featiire, which is a constant one, may be safely depended on 
to distinguish the species at once from C. fornicata iii which the septum 
is always depressecL The general ontiine of the shells will also help 
the student to divide the species, C. fornicata as a rule being pear- 
shaped, while C. glauca is usually disk or quoit-like in form. The 
prevailing color of the latter is also a distingnishing mark, the inside 
of the shells being of a dark browii color and the ontside a dark gray 
or pur])le. 

That a species so well marked as C. glauca should be d]*opped or 
inerged into another without a given reason, is no small matter, and 
more than one student will donbtless thauk the eminent Doctor for 
some ex])lanation. 

It may be of iuterest for some readers of the “ Xautilus” to know 
that a verv íine suite of the shells can be seen in the Xew Jersev 
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THE XAUTILUS. 


collection of the Pliilaclelpliiii Aead. of Xat. Sciences ; also, that tbe 
writer, who has collected maiiv scores of specimens, has iiever found 
them associated with any other species of the genus. 

John Ford. 

Philadelphia, Pa.. Dec. ]2th, 1889. 


THE SHELL-BEARING MOLLUSCA OF RHODE ISLAND. 


BY IIORAOE F. CARPENTER. 


FAMILY rXIONID.E. 

This fainily fnrmerly called Xaides, einbrace.s tliose sbells com- 
inonly called fi-esb-water clams or mussels. Tbey are found in 
rivers and ])onds all over tbe world, but tbey reacb tbeir greatest 
])erfection in tbis coiintry, Over tNvelve bundred species are known 
to Science, naincd and ])roperly classified, of wbicb more tban balf 
inhabit the U. S. This biinilv has been made tbe special study of 
the latc Dr. Isaac Lea, of Philadelpbia, ^v]lo died at the advanced 
age of nincty-five years, on the eightb of Dec., 188G. He devoted 
íifty years of his life to the study of the Unionidie and has described 
inore new .species tban all other conchologists together. lle bas read 
before scientifie and other .societies oiie hnndred and rifty-seven 
])a]iers and has been honored by degrees and honorary inembership 
of twenty-five of the most prominent univer.sities and scientifie 
as.«íociations of the world. llis great work, “ Observations on the 
geuiis Unio” consists of tbirteen fpiarto voliimes, illnstrated by 
hnndreds of beautifnl plates. 

The sbells of this family are not in general very attractive ou tbe 
ontside, but the interior of the valves are ahvays lined witb a beau¬ 
tifnl })early substance called nacre, whicli in some s])ecimens are 
])nre white and in otbers salmon, ro.'^^e-red, blue, gi-een, purple, etc. 
The .sexes in this family are distinct, which is an exception to the 
riile in a large majority of tbe s])ecies of ^Mollusca, where tbe sexes 
are united in each individual. The sbells exhibit but little varia- 
tion in form exce])l the usual one, that the females are more veutri- 
cose and broader behind íhan the males. 

The animals of this family are all capable of prodneing pearls, 
some of which are of great beauty and value. Iii one iiistance six- 
teen pearls were obtained froïn a single sj^ecimen. One of the 





